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Water 
Scarcity

The rising water crisis in the

country has been a much talked

about issue in recent years, and

rightly so. And this too is fast

depletion due to faulty usage
and distribution and the ever
increasing urbanization at the
cost of natural water sources.

Many cities in India are fast

approaching ‘Day Zero’, with a NITI

Aayog report forecasting that as

many as 21 cities are bound to run

out of groundwater by 2020.

Moreover, about 70 percent of the
country’s fresh water is also
contaminated.

DESPITE HOUSING OVER 1 .3  BILLION PEOPLE,
INDIA HAS ONLY 4% OF THE WORLD’S FRESH
WATER.  

http://www.niti.gov.in/writereaddata/files/document_publication/2018-05-18-Water-index-Report_vS6B.pdf


Reasons for 
the Water
Crisis

In such a drastic situation with

supply of freshwater, coupled with

the changing weather patterns
due to climate change and global

warming bringing in even less and

dissipated rainfall.

The natural reservoirs are losing

water at a tremendous rate,

standing at just fractions of their

total capacity every summer.



Villages of Misery

One such region in India which
has been facing acute water
crisis for years are the villages
in Maharashtra. Concluding

from our secondary research

about the worst affected areas in

Maharashtra, we decided to focus

on the villages of Mhaismal,
Galwad, Pangarne, Deola and
Dandichibari, in Ahmednagar
and Nashik districts.

We decided to document the
miseries brought to the lives of
the residents of these villages
by the constant lack of access
to clean water through the
summer months of June and
July 2019. 

We managed to bring this

initiative to reality through the
efforts of our fundraising team
and the generosity of the
patrons who understood the
pressing need for revealing the
exact extent of the condition of
water scarcity in the area.

We knew from the data from

the Water Resources

Department that the availability

of freshwater in Nagpur had

fallen from 11.56% in 2018 to

5.68% in 2018, and in Nashik

from 14.98% to 4.98%, and that

eight out of the nine major dam

projects in the Aurangabad

division were left with little to

no water. Yet, none of these

figures prepared us for what we

witnessed when we reached our

location.

DOCUENTING THEIR LIVES FOR A BETTER FUTURE

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/simply-put-5000-dry-villages-in-maharashtra-6500-tankers-5777789/


Collecting Data

We knew from the data from the Water Resources

Department that the availability of freshwater in
Nagpur had fallen from 11.56% in 2018 to 5.68% in
2018, and in Nashik from 14.98% to 4.98%, 

Also, eight out of the nine major dam projects in

the Aurangabad division were left with little to no

water. Yet, none of these figures prepared us for

what we witnessed when we reached our location.

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/simply-put-5000-dry-villages-in-maharashtra-6500-tankers-5777789/


Day in
their lives

The entire lives of the residents

revolved around water, with a

major portion of the day lost in

collecting and saving water. The
scarcity of water was such that
there wasn’t enough for basic
daily needs, let alone for
irrigation and cattle rearing. 

Women and children would

walk hours in sweltering heat to

the nearest, ever-depleting

borewells to collect pitchers of

water which would then be

shared by the entire family.

Every household had a story of

woe around the water scarcity,

many claiming that the

situation has been such since

the very independence of the

country. 

A mother of 6 children had to

designate specific days for each

child to have a bath as they

couldn’t all bathe daily from the

little water they procured. There

is little in the way of a basic

quality of life for these people

forever pressured by the need

to procure water.



While the number of tankers

deployed in the area is increased

each year, the dryness is

proportionally on the rise

necessitating more and more

water to be made available to

them.

These areas lack natural water
sources, and the lack of focus
towards creating water sources
has made matters worse over
the years. This has created a

perpetual cycle of lack of water

and the increasing dependence on

water tankers to meet the water

needs of the people.

Tapas Foundation will continue
to help these communities in
future years by spreading
awareness and bringing about
change on thr ground level. 

Insufficient
Supply



Project Thirst
Media Gallery







Watch our campaign video here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fF-81MYrA00&t=1s


